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The ancient Indian values:
21st century

-Vijay Srinath Kanchi

Abstract:

India was the land of great and unparalleled values that
were enshrined in the ancient literature called puraNas. They are
probably the only unique literature in the world that looks at the
universe as a system and the human life as a subsystem within the
universe and base their axiology on this very view. While sacred
texts of Semitic religions have homocentric view and consider all
living beings as created in the interest of humans, puraNic view is
holistic and they look upon the human life as only a rung in the
ladder of spiritual ascension and place an obligation on humans
toward other living beings. This paper examines various values
that are exemplified in the purdNas vis-a-vis the modern outlook
that the present day human society follows. At the end. the paper
tries to examine causes for the apathy and nonchalance toward
them in the present day society.

Keywords:

PuriNas, kamyodaka, ishTa piirTas. the three rNas.
1.Introduction:

Of the many sacred texts of sandTana dharma, there are
eighteen major puraN 4s' whose authorship is attributed to sage
Veda Vyasa who is considered the incarnation of VishNu, the
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